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FROM THE DESK OF

WILLIAM W, GREER

In a Single Wire, a New Worl

i AMES for taking e hoaoes 12 Shan-
I EriLa,” wrote A J, & Nepali sadend
atpmding West Virginka Lniversioy.
1 leArning in MourLsinedT CoOUnIry, o7 =@
they say. bur [ miss the real mouniains" My
story of & trek o Rara Lake, b the remole
Himalayas of 4. L'sh land, had

struch & chord.

A 1, is n member of & whale new commu-
mity thet | discoversd when, @10 age 40,1 lefl
the canyons of Wall Strest a5 a rechnology
coersulLant 1 create @ Masiness n my Erook-
Iym broamstone. The vemlure, staried @ year
AR0wWitn my wite, Cuame, cunsiss ul o woph
of tables with metal Baxos atop hem, con-
nected with a strapd of wire that evenually
nms out a back window o the world a0

large, the global willage of the Intemnel's

World Wids Wl

Our Web gite blends our technolgy ca-
reers and our Avecation for hiking n e
iaims around the world To pressnis our col-
lection f peraonal reminiscences, photo-
graphs and miscellanea from our global
rambles. Commercially, it olfers a show-
case for producte and services that help
users [l their outdoor dreams

Indtially, howewer, | Teared that osr home
office would be an isolated casis. In my Wall
Street life, investrment bankers screaming
inane’s face could make the blood flow. The
stress might soar, but the gears al the brain
would also spin a8 one matched wils with &
brilliant financier or 8 corporate Machawel-
1L 1 was afraid chat my Tour walls would ned
affer the ssme stimull as a flesh-and-blood
cirche of business Triends, colleagues and
rivals.

Instend, that strand of wire has become i
wirtwal lifeline sireiching far beyond the
horizens of my lormer carcer. Now, 158,000
guests enter gur home sach month 10 see
what's pew on GORF: the Great Duldonr
Recreation Pages.

In my Tormer caneer, my global jourseys
wenied e SERm [Ra1 DUE N the pressury
cookeer of high liRanse. Now thetr recoinling
enl=riaing masses, Butl pambers alme do
not replace (he camaraderts of a corparace
family. The special guest, like A J, whao
leaves a heartfell fale; Lhe long-lost riend
who turns up @1 our virtual doorsten, the
wilderness voluntees whe needs I::ﬂhn
nhelping hand — ey are creating the new
commanity that nowrishes (Be inbellig and
the sl

Jim surfaced one day, an employsd fram
my corporate days who had returmed io his

Williem W. Greor, an indepemdent man-
ogerment consultan m his frée (imee 5 now
maost freguendly fousd an GORP ar Wip: &
WA, O T

hiorres i@ Chicagn several years age. He, oo,
was gullering the loneliness of 1k small
enireprenEu a5 he created multimedia pro-
prame in the confines of his apariment. His
firsl chieck had just arrived, and he shared
same of his euphocia with s i 6 nole on the
knihes CORP was gelting in ke Midwesy [
promised 1o pray for the prospericy of his
FLoIRTER LS

Justin salicited my @dviee on che ins and
aigls of the archeology prodession. He must
have run across my story of the Chimney
Reck, an archeslogical area in Colorado,
from whach tho Anodal obosrved mibracu-
Jous astronomical phepamens, My fancasy
af prehistoric life atap this mesa evidently
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1 EnEhasiasis.

rang true, for this aspiring sodent wanied
0 know aboul my own schooling and jobs in
ke feeld and how be could get himsell on a
dig.

Er-u.»cl-n.rve-l-;cumrda,!.rnm- wall Street provided
spare cash (o respand 1o selicitations from
oountless worthy causes, but @ alo gave
pleniy of excisés 0 avold wolunisering
scarce time. Mow, oppariunities for involve-
mend abound, and | &an give the time and
effore, Tim wrate me &boul Senlegs, a sail-
ing program offering insbrsciion and recre-
aticn to people wilk disabdlites. We have
had an extended correspondence, which, we
hope, will culminade in a Sealpgs page on
iR .

For years, | have enjoyed the fruits of
conservation on our Ireks, But my personal
eontFibution was mersly @ commilmen? (o
“leave no Lrace,'” Mow eivironmenial advo-
cates rely on GORP 10 gel the word out.

Liz wrole from Wyaming. sager io case
the straim on the populs r Cloud Peak Wilder-
pess, over which she keeps waich. She
promises o sand inforemation w kelp hikers
find ally magnificen: bl less burdened
lands for iheir adveniures,

Another A J this one from Califorsia,
WONLE 10 SRCOUTAEE CON S FVLON-Consc ious
pursuit ul lis passin, back-country horse
manship. As an avid hiker who has cursed
the mudholes created by passing hools, |
now see opporiuntlies for shared use of a
preciows wikderness FEsource s a way that
benefis all.

The commércial side of sur Web site
exists because Wall Sineet Lawsght us that
enly a loous on cash Mew could insure the
contimuation afl aur vermre, however emo-
tonally rewarding. Many goests avidly pur-
s activiises [roam Biking 1o biking, e g
diing to fishing. Chir showcase of p 11
and services belps them enjoy their outdeor
adwentures and bilps us pay down the anne-
al §20,000 1o 225,000 cost of our Internet line,
Our cliens display their wares an
Eﬂﬂg:ﬂi':mru cuslafniprs of their own

Spencer, A Vermont bookdedler, recendos
rived. [or his selections of sdventure iravel
Elewe, o tour operator, uses his love
ol Asiam cullure to entice dur wikiloss Lo
journey with him 1o distant lands. Dick has
devielped a virtual trade in classic lishing
tackle, fieding an awdsence enamared af he
eralt hup of an old bamboo My Feld. Owr
el recent addigion, Bl from Mesona,
recruins owutdeor lovers o jebd in nalsnal
parks, More importand, he inspires us 1o
kesp our ows outdoor drsims alive with
pakes of wodves howling on a starry Yellow-
stone might &1 32 below.

DEHING inter=sls and  diverse
w:rl-nl.l.ar\e the harvest of Qur meer-

actlons om @ seemmply mpersanal
mediiam that connects brownstone oflices 1o
wniversity dorm io Himalayan hiven, How
iromic 1RE Ay MOsE remote journey, e
Rara Lake, when | saw only one Weseenr
in [ weeks, IS the single evend DAL st
breaks dewn the inv barriers érected
by Yy retrea; from corporale like.

The shared experience of this paradise,
hidklen behing impenetrable moumaing, has
sttracied natonly o Nepali student bul aiso
Chean, wiha vieltsd the same pese 1did and
allers N avn stories for oar ebeciranks
library, and indrew, who Fyed among the
lncal Karnali people decades earlier,

Apather visitor, Kalpak, pave s group
an Asian perspective, questioning my obeer-
yalions on how his countrymen viewed the
warkl. My comment that Lraveders have
nofed for years that South Asians could not
wismnlize a mres-dimensongl objed! B a
pho drew a skeptical retoet, The
prtential lor cross-culiural exchangs within
this weired werid, [ am now convinesd, will
bl us heeak down past biases,

To these and other wirtual friends, | say

E

Standrff i

M the new Troniber thar is o

showdown is shi past
inbo wown. Om on isab
citizens bent on pr I the

they explore this mmlppcd
the other are the | kers

safeguarding all © bizens
even i B means 1 thes
same of their privacy by, say,
they enter bowr

This is how the public debai
s sncurily has been frames
users are, indeed, worried ak
Yankslmsch Partnare muress
domly selected on-ine users,
alder, tl in md-
[ ‘I:EI'.L ﬂ%t agree
Internet sec 15 nesded b
persanal and fimancial infarn
accessible 1o unauthorized peo
percend believe & 14 100 sksy o
card number fo be stolen if
Internet. And almasl W peroe
pornography on the Inpernel
beyond reasonable bounds.

Waomen sven mare than ms
wirElE 58 poroentd ) belaeva thal
iy i needed 10 police the [nte
b Rirla of inforemation Acce
Inparne peed Lo De morg o
(75 perceni versus 48 percent]

The concerns are nol unjuss
headlines tell of network secun
and the growih of cyber-porn
renegade hickers and crusade
decent malerial have broogh
fort. Bul as oullaws are Broug
ard the mamentam buikds for |
the sysiem secure, the risks fo
been lowdly dencunced -

A cyberspace that alfered pn
Iy and decency would clearly |
But recopnizing thal this shmpd
technalogically achi=vable, mo
ers mil securily and decency al
it privaey. Fifty-thres pascs
lizens agree that guaraniesing
ourily s more importent h
abnil he privacy of SRch Eer

Thet is mol really surpris
special abaal cybarspace 8 i
EAM opErate in anonyeity, b
lire #Epersences are umler th
wrol. In cyberspace, users choo
combdnaliong of infarmation &
et Tromm 8 new seabth of opt
thrilksd by (e power 1o inlers
ussrs, [ is likely, i fact, char
improves, on-line users will T
self-interedl vo reveal mone an

“Mamaste” (nah-MAH-say) — wel o
those who hase not enjoysd & Nepall smile,
By odfice door ks always open. [ =]

J. Winlier Smilk i3 @ managh
Aldpnta for Yankelovich Parfs
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